
battlefield, along with an 

equal number of officers and 

men from Second Regiment.  

The few survivors rallied 

around the colors and escorted 

them off the field. 

Thank you to everyone who 

made it this year.  I hope to 

see more out in 2023. 

 

Remembrance Day-

Gettysburg, PA 

Nineteen members of the 54th 

gathered at Gettysburg for 

Remembrance Day.  Many 

joined the 142nd for their 

monument ceremony in the 

morning.  Thanks to new NPS 

regulations, we could not 

march across the field to the 

monument.  Instead, we 

marched up the park road, 

mirroring the approach from 

the Fairfield Road the Frosty 

Sons of Thunder followed 159 

years earlier. 

In the afternoon, the company 

gathered for the annual pa-

rade.  The parade followed the 

normal route again this year, 

and march did a lot to keep us 

warm on the chilly Saturday.  

Thank you to Pvt. Osniak for 

carrying our colors, and thank 

to everyone for participating 

in this reenacting tradition! 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Capt. Chris Baran 

Cedar Creek, Middletown, VA- 

Fourteen members participat-

ed in the annual reenactment 

at Cedar Creek.  We set up 

camp in our old spot, half way 

up the hill, Friday night.  

Joining us for the first time 

was RJ Summerville.  He 

proved to be an excellent sol-

dier.  Welcome RJ! 

Saturday morning started 

with the usual drill.  That 

afternoon, the drum roll and 

bugle called us into formation.  

Soon, we were on the march to 

the battlefield.  The 54th with 

the rest of the FVB took up a 

supporting position behind 

the Union front line.  We did 

not have to wait very long 

until Confederate artillery 

announced the arrival of out 

Southern foe.  Being quickly 

overwhelmed by superior 

numbers, it wasn’t long before 

the Union line to our front 

melted away.  The screaming 

Confederates advanced boldly 

towards our line until a sud-

den volley stopped them in 

their tracks.  For the next few 

minutes, both sides engaged in 

a standup fight, before being 

overwhelmed by the Confeder-

ates.  Still, the 54th did not 

panic and run.  Instead, we 

stood with the rest of Swope’s 

Legion and held off the ad-

vancing Confederates several 

times for the rest of the Union 

army to fall back and reform.  

We were one of the last orga-

nized units to rejoin the main 

Union line formed outside of 

Middletown.  After a short 

lull, the sound of cheering 

broke out on one end of the 

line, and gradually moved 

closer.  Soon we saw the rea-

son for the cheers, Gen. Sheri-

dan had arrived!  After prom-

ising us we would sleep in our 

camps tonight, the Union line 

surged forward and pushed 

the Confederates off the field, 

securing victory and the Shen-

andoah Valley for the Union. 

Sunday morning, following a 

quick dress parade, afforded 

time for the company to visit 

the sutlers.  That afternoon, 

we formed up for the Battle of 

Chinn Ridge from Second Bull 

Run. 

We found ourselves positioned 

just below the top of a small 

hill when suddenly the Con-

federates appeared in a solid 

line for as long as the eye 

could see.  The massive wall of 

gray fell upon the outnum-

bered Union line.  We held our 

ground initially, buy the 

weight of the attack drove us 

back.  The 54th bitterly resist-

ed the advance of the enemy, 

but paid a terrible price.  Most 

of the Company fell on the 
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“It was great to 

have the 

buildings 

occupied by 

reenactors after 

a two year 

hiatus due to 

the pandemic” 

Christmas in Harper’s Ferry 

Treasurers Report    Sgt. Beam  
Current Balance 

Checking: $2,487.29 

 

Savings:  $1,549.26 

 

-As of December 4, 2022 

 

Deposits 

-None 

Expenses 

-None 

 

Fundraising Update 

Thank you to everyone who 

has donated for our colors!  

We will now be able to pay 

the balance once the Regi-

mental Flag is finished. 

We will now switch our fo-

cus to raising money for an 

enclosed trailer to haul our 

mess equipment and any 

extra gear. 

If you would like to make a 

donation towards the trail-

er, you can send PayPal 

payments to 54th-

pacoa@gmail.com , or can 

send a check. 

New PayPal 

Just a reminder if you have-

n’t sent a payment recently, 

we have a new Paypal ac-

count.   The new PayPal 

account information is: 

54thpacoa@gmail.com  

Please delate the old ac-

count.   

 

year hiatus due to the 

pandemic. It really 

brings the town to life 

and enhances the experi-

ence that is rarely found 

elsewhere. After a lunch 

of ham, cheese, brisket, 

and cookies, the men 

returned to camp and 

manned the recruiting 

tent. The smiles of kids 

dressing up and receiv-

ing their enlist forms 

added to the wonderful 

environment and re-

minded all of us; that is 

why we do this. The day 

ended with a visit by 

Saint Nick, who wished 

everyone a Merry 

Christmas. With that, 

the men of the 54th 

wished our 142th breth-

ren a Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year 

and until we meet in the 

field to do this all again 

As winter approaches 

the 54th PA Infantry 

was sent to Harpers Fer-

ry to rest and recover. 

There they were joined 

by their brothers in the 

142nd PA in the Union 

encampment. The town 

itself was decorated for 

the holidays and the 

men were looking for-

ward to Christmas. The 

troops camped on Arse-

nal Square and set up a 

recruiting fly for visitor 

to learn about what be-

ing a soldier is all about. 

We spent the day ex-

ploring the town includ-

ing the provost mar-

shal’s office, dry goods 

store, clothing store, 

and the local tavern. It 

was great to have the 

buildings occupied by 

reenactors after a two 

in the upcoming season. 

Thanks to Gabe, Wil-

liam and Leslie for at-

tending the event and 

getting together one last 

time for this season. 

 

As the season is over 

and the company meet-

ing is on the horizon, 

please think over any 

issues, events, or com-

ments you may want to 

present at the meeting. 

Feel free to reach out to 

myself or Captain Baran 

if you have anything 

you want to bring up or 

have any questions. 

Thank you and see you 

at the meeting. 

 

Respectfully, 

Captain Darren Gallaher 

 T H E  U N I O N  M E S S E N G E R   

mailto:54thpavi@gmail.com
mailto:54thpavi@gmail.com
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In honor of the 54th’s movie 

debut and in celebration of 

Christmas, please enjoy ex-

cerpts from an article writ-

ten by Mary Hansel in 2011. 

  

Christmas is a joyous time. 

People spend the occasion 

with family and friends and 

their celebrations are full of 

rejoicing, love and jollity. It 

is hard for us to imagine 

what it would be like to 

have Christmas during war 

time, especially a war where 

countrymen fight each oth-

er. During the years of 1861

-65, America was fighting 

just such a war, the Civil 

War. The country was torn 

apart by conflict and the 

lives of the participants and 

those on the home front 

were forever changed. 

 

One person whose life was 

forever changed was Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow, the 

most popular poet of his 

time. His son, Charles Ap-

pleton, was severely wound-

ed in the Battle of New 

Hope Church. Longfellow 

was already reeling from the 

loss of his second wife, 

Francis Appleton, in a trag-

ic accident in which he was 

injured trying to save her. 

With this latest blow, Long-

fellow was inspired on 

Christmas day of 1864 to 

write the poem Christmas 

Bells. 

One of our most popular 

carols of today is based on 

Wadsworth’s poem. In 

1872, John Baptiste Calkin 

set the poem to music, and 

we know it today as the car-

ol, “I Heard the Bells on 

Christmas Day”. The fol-

lowing stanzas, which di-

rectly pertain to the Civil 

War, were left out of the 

carol: 

Then from each black, ac-

cursed mouth 

The cannon thundered in 

the South, 

And with the sound the car-

ols drowned 

Of peace on earth good will 

to men. 

It was as if an earthquake 

rent 

The hearth-stones of a con-

tinent, 

And made forlorn, the 

households born 

Of peace on earth, good will 

to men. 

One of the common decora-

tions we enjoy today, the 

decorated Christmas tree, 

surged in popularity due to 

war. Decorated Christmas 

trees were not the norm at 

the time. The idea of having 

one came from Europe and 

it was just starting to catch 

on in America in the decade 

before the war began. 

Christmas trees were begin-

ning to become popular due 

to weeklies featuring them 

in their pictures. The trees 

were small enough to fit on 

tabletops, and were decorat-

ed with homemade decora-

tions which included strings 

of popcorn, dried fruit, nat-

ural materials such as pine-

cones, and paper decora-

tions. Candles were used to 

light the tree. 

Toys were homemade, such 

as dolls and carved wooden 

figures. To help lessen the 

disappointment of a meager 

Christmas, children were 

warned that Santa Claus 

would in all likelihood not 

make it to their homes. For 

example, in the south, he 

wouldn’t be able to get 

around the Union blockade 

of the southern coasts. Chil-

dren had faith in Santa 

Claus, though, and stock-

ings were still hung in hopes 

of having presents deliv-

ered. For the most part, the 

children were happy to get a 

little something. They just 

didn’t want to be forgotten. 

 

For most, Christmas during 

the American Civil War was 

a bleak and bittersweet time 

spent away from loved ones 

who were either fighting the 

war on the fronts or in the 

diplomatic ranks, or endur-

ing the separation at 

home. It is hard to 

imagine that some of 

our every day Christ-

mas traditions gained 

in popularity due to 

such an awful time in 

history. In 1870, Pres-

ident Ulysses S. Grant 

made Christmas a fed-

eral holiday in the 

United States when he 

signed it into law in an 

attempt to unite the 

North and South. 

“And made 

forlorn, the 

households born 

Of peace on 

earth, good will 

to men.” 
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“ His brother 

Samuel showed no 

signs of improving 

from the typhoid 

fever contracted 

while on railroad 

duty.” 

Holiday Heartbreak      By Chris Baran   

Camp of Instruction              By Cpl. Snow  
Weapon Safety-Pt. II 

One of my pet peeves is the 

leaning of a rifle.  Don’t do 

it.  Leaning it against a tree, 

table, awning ropes, etc. 

Remember, treat all weap-

ons as if they are loaded 

whether they are or not.  I 

respect my rifle and you 

should too whether it’s your 

or a loaner from the compa-

ny.  If you are using a com-

pany rifle, you should take 

extra care.  Even if it’s not 

loaded, it could fall and 

crack or break the stock.  

Now the company must 

repair or replace.  That 

would not be cheap for the 

company.  Respect must be 

given to the weapon you are 

using, whether it’s yours or 

a loaner.  Inspect your rifle 

often.  If something does not 

look right, bring it to the 

attention of a NCO or of-

ficer.  We will make the call 

as to whether we think it’s 

safe or not.  I realize we are 

not loading with a lead 

round and building pressure, 

but things can still go wrong 

with just powder.  Remem-

ber again, safety is not an 

accident.  We all get in a rut 

on how we do things that 

may bot be right or safe.  If 

one of the NCOs or officers 

brings something to your 

attention, don’t take it per-

sonally.  There is a right and 

wrong way.  We try to make 

sure everyone is doing it the 

right and safest way.  As we 

say as 1st responders, 

“Everyone goes home.”  

Just remember this is not 

just for new recruits, it’s for 

everyone with me included.  

Let’s all have fun and be 

safe. 

Angry Confederate author-

ities threatened to execute 

the men of both companies 

if the Federal government 

followed through with exe-

cutions of Confederate gue-

rillas captured in Missouri.  

Fortunately, a judge from 

Somerset County helped to 

secretly negotiate their 

release, and soon the men 

rejoined the 54th then en-

camped for the winter at 

North Mountain. 

Despite the joyous occa-

sion of their release, and 

the holiday season.  Pvt. 

John Hamer was worried.  

His brother Samuel 

showed no signs of improv-

ing from the typhoid fever 

contracted while on rail-

road duty.  Instead of tak-

ing him further south, the 

Confederates left him just 

south of Winchester with 

several other sick men, but 

his condition did not im-

prove.   Pvt. John 

Hamer’s diary entries and 

letters home to their sister 

show his growing concern 

for his brother’s health, 

until  the entry for Janu-

ary 1, 1863.  Pvt. Hamer 

wrote, “Samuel Hamer 

died at two o’clock today.”  

Capt. Hite helped Pvt. 

Hamer escort the body of 

his brother home for buri-

al. 

As we gather with family 

this holiday season, please 

take a moment to remem-

ber Pvt. Samuel 

Hamer, and the 

thousands more like 

him, whose sacrific-

es allow us to cele-

brate today. 

 

 

 

John and Samuel Hamer 

of Stoystown, Somerset 

County enlisted in Capt. 

Hite’s Company B in 1861.  

Like the rest of the men, 

the two brothers were not 

thrilled with guarding the 

B&O Railroad for much of 

1862, but they accepted 

their assignment and did 

their duty. 

On a cool October morning 

in 1862, a surprise Confed-

erate raid shattered the 

monotony of railroad du-

ty.  The Confederate 

troopers already captured 

Company K and laid waste 

to their camp before doing 

the same to Company B.  

The prisoners from the two  

companies were marched 

to Richmond where 

they were kept prison-

er and forced into the 

forefront of the Union 

and Confederate gov-

ernments’ argument 

over prisoners of war.  

T H E  U N I O N  M E S S E N G E R   

Pvt. Samuel Hamer Pvt. John Hamer 
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Munitions 

Contact Capt. Baran  

sidmanyankee1@aol.com  

(9)  1 lb. Black Powder-$20 

each 

Percussion Caps: 

(-) 100 ct.-$10 each 

For Sale 

The company has the fol-

lowing items available for a 

donation 

-Brogans, sz 12? 

-Wooden Chairs 

-Mess equipment 

 

George’s wife is selling some 

of his gear.  If interested, 

contact Capt. Baran: 

-Greatcoat, sz 48-$150 

-Sack Coat-sz 48-50-$40 

-Sky blue pants, sz 40w x 30 

L-$40 

-Dyed navy blue pants, sz 

40w x 30L-$35 

-3 xl shirts-$15 each 

-Havelock-$5 

-Enfield scabbard and frog-

$25 

-Canvas bag-$5 

-Cot-$25 

List of Tentative Events for 

2023.  If you have an event 

for us to consider, please 

share it with Chris or Dar-

ren BEFORE the meeting. 

 

April:  Campbell’s Run 

May:  New Market LH, 

Johnstown Memorial Day 

June:  Philippi, Old Bedford 

Village 

July:  2 Gettysburgs 

August:  Ft. Mulligan 

September:  Stahlstown, 

Possible LH at Antietam 

with 142 

October:  Cedar Creek 

November:  Remembrance 

Day 

December:  Harper’s Ferry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 3, 2023 
142nd PVI Anniversary 

Celebration 
Gettysburg, PA 

 

Our brothers in the 142nd 

are celebrating their 25th 

anniversary in 2023!  We 

have been invited to 

join them in Gettys-

burg the weekend of 

February 3rd for an 

anniversary meal and 

guest speakers on the 

142 in battle. 

More information on 

location and times 

will follow! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

January 21, 2023 
Annual Unit Meeting 

Bedford, PA 

 
-Join us for our annual 

planning meeting!  We’ll 

discuss company business 

including updates from 

FVB, fundraising efforts, 

officers for 2023, new mem-

bers, and our 2023 sched-

ule! 

You have a voice and a 

vote!  Join us! 

Time and location to be 

determined. 

As in the past, we will offer 

a call-in option for those 

who cannot attend in-

person. 

More information will be 

shared closer to the meet-

ing! 
 

 

Campaign Schedule  



Unit Officers  

Parting Shots 

Field Commander 

Capt. Chris Baran  

sidmanyankee1@aol.com  

 

President 

Capt. Darren Gallaher 

degpa141@comcast.net  

 

Civilian Coordinator 

Karen Largent  

reddoor@atlanticbb.net 

 

 

Contact or follow us at: 

 

E-mail:  54thpacoa@gmail.com  

 

Website:  www.54thpvi.com  

 

Facebook:   

 Page- Company A, 54th PA Infantry 

 

 Group– 54thPVI Co.A 

 

Instagram:  54thpennsylvaniavolunteers  

 

Twitter:  @54thpvi 

 

Tik Tok:  @54thpenncoa 

Telegraph Office 

Cedar Creek  

 

Remembrance Day 

Harper’s Ferry  


