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A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity
New Market, VAA few years after the Civil War
ended, the state of Pennsylvania made money available for
each of its Civil War Regiments
to use to erect a monument
memorializing their efforts and
honoring their fallen comrades.
Many chose famous battlefields
where the Union prevailed such
as Antietam or Gettysburg,
which has close to 1,400 alone.
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Once the regiment picked a
battlefield, then they had to
design the monument, as well as
raise additional funding if the
money from the state did not
cover the entire cost. In the
next decade that followed, veterans met with their everdwindling comrades to dedicate
their monument.
For the veterans of the 54th,
they participated in the majority of the 1864 Valley Campaign,
along with he final battles outside of Petersburg and Appomattox Campaign. Yet they
did not choose to memorialize
their efforts at Third Winchester, the largest battle ever
fought in the Shenandoah Valley, nor did they select Piedmont, where two of their members won the Medal of Honor.
Instead, they selected the hallowed grounds of their first battle, New Market. While the
battle ended in a Union defeat,
the men of the 54th fought val-

iantly, winning commendations
from both friend and foe. So on
October 25, 1905, the surviving
members of the 54th Pennsylvania gathered on the same
ground many of them fought
and bled over forty-one years
earlier.
Fewer of them stood on the
small ridge, where a cloth covered the monument, than held
the extreme left of the Union
line that fateful day in May,
1864. Fittingly, a rainstorm
interrupted the proceedings, but
not before Curt Campbell, the
son of their late Colonel delivered the dedication speech, and
Miss Miriam Mostoller, the
daughter of one of the Medal of
Honor winners unveiled the
seventeen foot tall statue of a
soldier at parade rest, forever
immortalizing the brave Pennsylvanians who fought, bled,
and died on that small Virginia
ridge.
This year we have an unprecedented opportunity to recreate
that ceremony. We participate
in a variety of events from living histories, to parades, to battle reenactments. However, I
challenge you to find any reenactment organization that has
ever had the chance to rededicate the monument as the soldiers they represent did.
That’s the opportunity we have
this May. The New Market

Battlefield Park received a
grant several years ago to refurbish and restore the 54th Pennsylvania's Monument. An actual parking area will be built,
along with a more accessible
path to the monument. The
monument itself will be cleaned
and the four cannonballs at the
base returned.
Due to the pandemic, along
with the current political situation, it’s been several years since
we had the chance to go to New
Market. The reenactment is
canceled for the foreseeable
future, but the Park has invited
us to come down for a living
history and to participate in the
rededication of our monument
which will take place on Sunday, May 15th, the 160th Anniversary of the battle. I can
think of no better or fitting
place for us to be.
If you can only make one event
this year, make it this one. It is
a once in a lifetime opportunity.
For some of our members, our
ancestors fought and bled on
that field. Mine, Pvt JPW Gerhart, fell severely wounded.
Karen’s also fell wounded, shot
through the eye. Both became
prisoners of war. To stand
where they did, 160 years earlier
to the day, truly is a once in a
lifetime experience, and I humbly request my comrades stand
with me.
Respectfully Submitted,

Capt. Chris Baran
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Current Balance

Colors Update

Checking: $1,541.72

Thank you to everyone who
has donated so far!

Savings: $248.24

As discussed at our meeting,
we will not be holding a
fundraiser. Instead, we voted to donate to cover the
remaining balance.

-As of March 11, 2022
Deposits
+$435 Dues
+$430 Colors Donations
Expenses
-$290 2022 Insurance
-$80-Website Renewal

If you would like to make a
donation towards the Colors, you can send PayPal
payments to 54thpacoa@gmail.com make a
donation at our GoFund Me

Sgt. Beam
page https://
www.gofundme.com/54thpa-reenactors-battle-flags ,
or can send a check.
New PayPal
Just a reminder if you haven’t sent a payment recently,
we have a new Paypal account. The new PayPal
account information is:
54thpacoa@gmail.com
Please delate the old account.

2022 Season Preview
“We hope that this
year with its nice
mix of battle
events, living
histories, and
parades will add to
the enjoyment and
experience for all.“

With the 2021 event season
in the rearview mirror, we
look forward to an exciting
2022. It started off with a
change of pace by visiting
Johnstown for our annual
meeting. The members in
attendance visited the 54th
Pa statue downtown before
moving onto the 54th PA
Grand Army of the Republic Hall. We were honored to
tour the building, see the
artifacts, and visit the hall
where the veterans would
hold their meetings. While
there we held our annual
company meeting before
departing to visit the grave
of Col. Campbell on our way
home.
One of the agenda items we
discussed at our annual
meeting was the selection of
2022 events. As usual we
have the typical Gettysburg, Antietam, and Cedar
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Creek, but this year we have
the 160th of Shiloh. This is a
battle most have never reenacted before and are thoroughly looking forward to
it. With times changing in
the reenacting world, the
members voted on a return
to Old Bedford Village to
support a fellow organization.
In that same vein, we have
several living history events
this year as well. We will be
returning to the Flax
Scutching Festival in Stahlstown, but this year we also
have events at Somerset
Historical Center, Bushy
Run Battlefield, and a brigade wide event at Harpers
Ferry National Park. Each
has their own unique experience, for example, Somerset
will provide us an opportunity to present in an area

where nearly half the 54th
was from. Bushy Run is
having an event of soldiers
through the ages which
should be interesting to see
soldiering from colonial days
to the 20th century all in one
place. Finally, having a
brigade event at Harpers
Ferry should really bring
the town to life. There are
also parades in Johnstown
and Gettysburg to honor
Memorial Day and Remembrance Day, respectfully.
We hope that this year with
its nice mix of battle events,
living histories, and parades
will add to the enjoyment
and experience for all. We
have a full schedule and
hope that 2022 can provide
a little normalcy back in our
live. Hope to see you in the
field.
Respectfully,
Captain Darren Gallaher
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Civilian Corner-Spring Report, 2022
We are back to a full
schedule of events for
this year.
Brigade is planning on
having more civilian
activities, such as a Ladies Tea, this season.
We now have “Calling
Cards” with the 54th’s
online addresses which

everyone will be able to
hand out to anyone
with genuine interest in
joining as a civilian or
soldier.
54th

The
is always looking for new men, women and children to be
civilians. Ask your
friends! We have ladies

Proper Civilian Attire, Pt. III
Your dress does not have
to be fancy unless attending a ball. Day dresses
can be of a plain or patterned fabric. Dresses
should have a white collar
and cuffs that can be removed to launder. Undersleeves are needed for
a wide sleeve dress. A
blouse and skirt are acceptable for younger ladies, but they must be
period correct. Belts are
simple and can be of ribbon or dress fabric.
Your dress should be
made in a period correct
manner. They can be purchased many places, such
as: www.originals-bykay.com
www.gettysburgemporiu
m.com (They have very
nice simple dresses in the

back of the store at a
great price. My very first
dress came from this
store.)
Patterns can be purchased to make your own
undergarments (cotton)
and dresses from
www.pastpatterns.com
Buying used dresses is a
great option! At many
events we attend you can
find used clothing in good
condition. You can find
used clothing online also.
Just be careful that the
item is of cotton, wool,
taffeta or silk. Polyester
or other modern fabrics
are incorrect.
Bonnets or hair nets in
the color of your hair
should be worn. Your
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By Karen Largent

clothing available for
women to be a “Civilian
for A Weekend”, to
give our hobby a try.
Looking forward to the
first event at the Daniel
Lady Farm in April!
Hope to see you all
there.

By Karen Largent
hair should be parted in
the middle and pulled
back into a bun. Hairpieces can be used to create the correct look.
Young girls can wear
their hair down, adults
pull back their hair, or if
it is short, wear a bonnet.
A large crochet snood is
not period correct.

“Buying used

dresses is a
great option! “
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Guarding the B&O Railroad-Part X
“About 4 p.m. our
pickets gave an
alarm, when the
regiment was
formed in line…”
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Continuing our look at the
different locations guarded
by the 54th PVI along the
B&O Railroad…
Just 16 miles east of Cumberland, MD, Capt. John
Suter’s Company A set up
camp near a railroad
bridge over the South
Branch of the Potomac
River. Their position
marked the end of a
stretch of railroad that ran
for sixty miles back to
Company G at Back Creek
Bridge. Confederate forces
never attacked the bridge.
The span remained the
only three-span iron bridge
still standing after Confederates attacked the railroad earlier in the year
before the arrival of the
54th Pennsylvania. As
such the B&O Railroad
made it a focal point of the
Union defense.
Several times throughout
1862, as Confederates
MESSENGER

threatened the area, Col.
Campbell ordered several
of his companies to gather
at South Branch to protect
the valuable span.
May 1862 brought victorious Confederates, fresh off
their success in the 1862
Valley Campaign, into the
region. Fearing for the
valuable bridge, the 54th
Pennsylvania received
orders to concentrate the
entire regiment at Company A’s location, one of the
only times the regiment
gathered together in 1862.
Cpl. Kauffman wrote, “We
received marching orders,
and things looked squally.
The entire regiment was
concentrated at South
Branch…expecting an
attack. About 4 p.m. our
pickets gave an alarm,
when the regiment was
formed in line and remained so for a half

By Chris Baran

hour…” Pvt. Barr added,
“The pickets began to fire
and then we were all called
into a line of Battle and
then we waited to see the
enemy approach and they
came not…” Bushwhackers had fired on a portion
of the regiment, but not
being able to determine
their location, Col. Campbell dismissed the men and
allowed them to go to their
quarters. Cpl. Kauffman
continued, “In getting out
we pulled down our tents
and slept in the rain for
the balance of the night.”
The men remained tense
and as regiment stayed on
high alert for the next few
days, but an attack never
materialized.
Sources: Storey, History of Cambria County, Vol. 2, 101; Barr
Letter, June 11, 1862.
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The Sutler’s Tent
For Sale

Munitions
Contact Capt. Baran
sidmanyankee1@aol.com
(3) 1 lb. Black Powder-$20
each
Percussion Caps:
(8) 100 ct.-$10 each

Andrew Collins is currently
selling a uniform and set of
leathers. If interested, contact
him at:
a.collins4589@gmail.com
Make an Offer
Recently, several pieces of extra gear have been donated to
the 54th. In an effort to replace some the money lost
from cancelled paid events, the
extra equipment is being of-

fered to the unit.
Contact Capt. Baran if you
would like to see pictures or
have any questions.
Make a fair offer and it’s
yours!
The following items are available
-Size 13 brogans
-Size 12 boots
-2 Wooden Lanterns
-2 Canteens
-3 Wooden Chairs

Campaign Schedule
April 23-24

May 7

May 14-15

Battle of Shiloh

Somerset Historical
Society Living History

New Market Living
History

Somerset, PA

New Market Virginia

-Living History in an area where the original 54th
came from!

-Living History and monument dedication on the
actual grounds of the regiments first battle!

Daniel Lady Farm, Gettysburg PA
-Reenactments of the
186s2 Battle of Shiloh!
-Registration Available
Here
-$25 until April 12; $40
Walk Ons

-Free, just let Capt.
Baran know you’re coming!

-GPS Address: 986 Hanover Rd, Gettysburg, PA
17325

-GPS Address: 10649
Somerset Pike, Somerset,
PA 15501

-Free, just let Capt.
Baran know you’re
coming!
-GPS Address: 57
George Collins Pkwy,
New Market, VA 22844
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Telegraph Office
Unit Officers

Contact or follow us at:

Field Commander
Capt. Chris Baran
sidmanyankee1@aol.com

E-mail: 54thpacoa@gmail.com

President
Capt. Darren Gallaher
degpa141@comcast.net

Facebook:
Page- Company A, 54th PA Infantry

Civilian Coordinator
Karen Largent
reddoor@atlanticbb.net

Website: www.54thpvi.com

Group– 54thPVI Co.A
Instagram: 54thpennsylvaniavolunteers
Twitter: @54thpvi
GoFundMe: https://www.gofundme.com/f/54th-pa
-reenactors-battle-flags

Parting Shots
Annual Meeting
GAR Hall-Johnstown, PA

